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The Joker:  A Parable for our times. 
 
The Joker, a very troubling and violent film that is making headlines.  There is a very 
disturbing message for the masses in there...a parable of our times and the world elite 
hope the masses don't get the message.  But the church should..... 
 
Jesus used parables to get a message across to the masses of people coming to hear 
him preach.  It would be "There was a certain rich man...." or "There was a vineyard 
owner..."  The real interpretation of the parable was however privately explained to 
his closest disciples. 
 
I think the Lord is still telling parables, stories to the world.  Stories with a message.  I 
think a lot of the films that make a mass impact are purposeful parables. I also think 
most mass audience films are junk.  You need your own good discretion to separate 
the message from the medium. 
 
For me certain films have had a large "parable" impact. You would have your own. 
Top of my favourites is the Lord of the Rings trilogy. Just love that scene of Gandolf 
falling to the pit of hell fighting the dragon on the way down.  Or coming on a white 
horse with the armies "on the third day" with a light from heaven to fight the Orcs. 
 
I think the Matrix trilogy had plenty to ponder over. It certainly raised the 
consciousness of a generation to ask "are we living in a simulation?", "what is real?" 
 
If you want what I think is the best simulation of the terrors of a disembodied soul 
after death wandering for an eternity in the hell of their demented dreams 
materializing all their hidden sins around them...then have look at Leonardo 
Decaprio's "Inception" film. 
 
But this new international blockbuster "The Joker" would be a parable that would 
start as "There once was a man who wanted to make people happy as a clown...." and 
then devolve into a world of broken dreams, rejection, madness and mindless 
violence...a true parable for our times. 
 
People have walked out of the movie, parents are warned not to let their children 
watch it.  The sheer mindless terror and violence of soul disconnected from society is 
frightening....and is a reason why the "powers that be" are afraid the effect this film 
depiction of alienated populace will have on similar lost souls. 
 
But the Joker would be a parable starting with...'There once was a clown who thought 
he was born to make people smile..." And then something went horribly wrong. 
 
The Joker movie is an offshoot of the wildly popular Batman movies as the arch-
nemesis of Batman in the dystopian metropolis of Gotham but in actual fact this 



movie has little or nothing to do about Batman or the comic book narrative.  This is 
about the origins of madness and evil. 
 

 
 
Failed comedian Arthur Fleck seeks personal meaning as he walks the streets of 
Gotham City alone. Arthur wears two masks -- the one he paints for his day job as a 
clown, and the guise he projects in a futile attempt to feel like he's part of the world 
around him. Isolated, bullied and disregarded by society, Fleck begins a slow descent 
into madness as he transforms into the criminal mastermind known as the Joker. failed 
comedian Arthur Fleck seeks some kind of meaningful life as he walks the streets of 
Gotham City. His mother in the movie tells him he was born in this world to make 
people laugh and make them happy (Arthur has medical condition that causes him at 
times to laugh uncontrollably.)  But the joke is on him...  
 
Arthur wears two masks -- the one he paints for his day job as a clown, and the guise 
he projects in a futile attempt to feel like he's part of the world around him. Isolated, 
bullied and disregarded by society, Fleck begins a slow descent into madness as he 
transforms into the criminal mastermind known as the Joker. 
 
“Joker” is a movie about a homicidal narcissist who feels entitled to the world’s 
attention — a man who’d rather kill for a good laugh than allow the world to treat him 
like its punchline. It’s also a movie about the dehumanizing effects of a capitalistic 
system that greases the economic ladder, blurring the line between private wealth and 
personal worth until life itself loses its absolute value. 
 
Michael Moore the film maker sees this threat for the world elite that this movie 
holds.. 
 
Most of the violence in the movie is perpetrated on the Joker himself, a person in 
need of help, someone trying to survive on the margins of a greedy society. His 
crime is that he can't get help. His crime is that he is the butt of a joke played on 
HIM by the rich and famous. When the Joker decides he can no longer take it — 
yes, you will feel awful. Not because of the blood on the screen, but because deep 
down, you were cheering him on - and if you're honest when that happens, you will 
thank this movie for connecting you to a new desire — not to run to the nearest exit 
to save your own ass but rather to stand and fight and focus your attention on the 
nonviolent power you hold in your hands every single day. 
 
And here is the parable for our times..... 
 



Look at your media headlines.  The Arthur Fleck's of the world are on the streets. 
In Paris for months the yellow jackets... 
In Hong Kong the umbrella movement 
In Iraq, the people are rioting.. 
Here in South Africa the people are rioting. 
 
But there is another aspect to the Joker mask, the happy clown face that wants to 
entertain the masses and tell them everything is all right.  The economic and political 
leaders and their paid sycophants in the media...don't worry all is right. Vote for me 
we will fix the problems. 
 
The economic giants that say we have the solutions to the economy.  Trust the market, 
trust the corporate leaders they know what they are doing. We are the experts.  And 
then when the Joker clown masks come off....the joke is on us. 
 
The clowns posing as political saviours who will fight for the "people" in fact are 
enriching themselves hand over fist stealing from the public purse, or paying 
themselves outrageous salaries and benefits and perks and pensions that ordinary tax 
payers cannot get close to earning....and for what actual work and benefit to the 
common man? 
 
And the business elite? How many more corporate elite must we hear of who pay 
themselves executive pay and bonuses in the tens and hundreds of millions while 
value destruction of the companies they run go into the billions of rands over the 
years and year for year show value destruction but still they get performance bonuses?  
 
Studies done by psychologists of the mental makeup of the top politicians and 
business leaders show that an incredible 30% of them have certifiable sociopathic 
mental problems.  Behind the happy clown faces lurk narcissists who care nothing for 
people or the society...only what is in it for me! 
 
The problem is that societal madness is spreading in all sorts of what you might think 
were the sane and sober sections of society. 
 
In universities the bastions of free speech and tolerance and scholarly discussion the 
"political correctness" madness is now rampant.  There is now only free speech for 
politically acceptable speech.   
 
In the world of international finance the madness is frightening.  Forget about all the 
scholarly theories of monetary policy etc.  The latest madness is the news that there is 
now $18 trillion dollars in international bonds with negative interest rates. You will 
find this impossible to believe but this what it means ....there is so much money at the 
top levels of the international money system that they do not know anymore where to 
park this money...so if you want to buy $1 billion dollars of German bonds you must 
pay the German government to take you money for 10 years.  They do not pay you 
interest on the loan...you pay them for taking your money. Why? Because there is 
nowhere in the world that you can make trillion dollar investments and not lose most 
of it because the world economy is imploding...so its better to lose your money slowly 
rather than most of it quickly. 
 



People who invested in Steinhoff understand that as well as those who invest in 'We 
Work" with a market value of $47 billion 2 months ago and now basically bankrupt. 
 
The world elite are desperate to find some way to calm the masses.  The new idea is 
mass introduction of marijuana into the world markets.  Drugs, pot smoking is known 
to pacify people...ask the Jamaican's..."Hey mon...no worry be happy!";  All the agro 
gone up in smoke.  Except of course for the downside in time to come...pot smoking 
has a high incidence of causing mental instability, schizophrenia.  Arthur Flacks in the 
making. Disconnected from life and society. 
 
For we Christians there is a deeper meaning to the Joker/Clown phenomenon. 
 
Throughout the history of occult practice and false gods and idols of societies through 
the ages lurks the phenomenon of the "trickster god".   Every cult has them.  Every 
ancient mythology has them.  In Egypt it was Set, in Greece it was Hermes and 
Prometheus, in Norse legend it was Loki and in Irish legend it was the Leprechauns. 
 
But we know where this comes from Genesis 3:22....and Satan said  "you will be like 
God." The original masked clown, the original Joker tricking mankind and still doing 
it through the ages is the demented, narcissist who being cut off from the love of God 
and the society of heaven and the family of God has gone insane in his lonely 
madness. 
 
He is the celestial Arthur Fleck whose dream of greatness apart from God has turned 
into a nightmare and now his violent retribution is the destruction of mankind and 
recruiting other Jokers and mad clowns to his rebellion with promises of wealth and 
power and happiness from his smiling clown face...until the mask comes off and 
reveals a demented narcissist bent on the world's destruction. 
 
Don't be surprised how many elite politicians and business leaders dream of "being 
like god".  One of the more famous are the "Bonesmen of Yale University" That 322 
by the way in their fraternity symbols....Genesis 3:22. 
 

 
From Wikipedia: 
Skull and Bones, The Order, Order 322 or The Brotherhood of Death is an 
undergraduate senior secret student society at Yale University in New Haven, 
Connecticut. The oldest senior class society at the university, Skull and Bones has 



become a cultural institution known for its powerful alumni and various conspiracy 
theories. 
 
Don't be fooled by the clown masks.  When the false face paint comes off...the 
demented Joker is revealed. And people are waking up to the deception. 
 
We live in world that has rejected God and His love....and the fruits of that rebellion 
are now being seen in the streets, in the boardrooms, in the markets, in the 
universities, in the media....a seeping madness and a world going crazy. 
 
See the movie if you can.  It will scare you to action...to reach out the lost out there, 
the lonely, the rejects of society.  Jesus died for them.  He delivered them from 
demonic oppression.  He is still the healer and still the deliverer. 
 
There is no Batman in Gotham to save them from the Joker. We and the gospel are the 
only answer to a world sinking into madness. 
 


